Apoptosis, cell proliferation and in vivo biological behaviour of primary and metastatic tumour cells of an AKR lymphoma variant.
The possibility that apoptosis and/or cell proliferation have a role in tumour progression in a murine T cell lymphoma was tested. The model consisted of the comparison of primary (PT) and metastatic tumour (MT) cells. The PT cells, but not the MT cells displayed a very pronounced tendency for spontaneous apoptosis. Proliferative capacity of MT cells was lower than that of PT cells, suggesting that it does not contribute to the metastatic phenotype in this system. Release from apoptosis does however, probably, play a role in the aggressiveness of the lymphoma.